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Why do we care about 

walking and walkability?



Protecting our Habitat

ÅNearly 40% of all local carbon emissions 

come from transportation sources

ÅShifting our transportation patterns 

from driving to walking/biking/transit 

plays a major role in minimizing 

climate impacts

ÅWalking is the most sustainable, most 

accessible form of transportation



Managing Growth and Congestion

ÅPortlandõs population will continue 

to grow. 

ÅAn additional 235,000 new 

commuters are expected in Portland 

by 2035.

ÅMoving more people in the same 

amount of space critical for 

absorbing the cityõs growth



Improving Health outcomes

ÅStrong link between walking activity 

and public/individual health

ÅCDC recommends 20 minutes of 

moderate activity per day for most 

adults, and 60 minutes or more for 

most children

ÅState of public infrastructure play a 

major role


